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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: International Social Survey Programme (ISSP); IW

Share of respondents who „strongly agree“ in percent, 2009

Critical evaluation of income differences
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„Differences in income in [country] are too large.“
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: EU-SILC; ISSP; IW

Evaluation of income differences and actual income inequality, 2009

But: almost no relationship with actual income inequality
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: EU-SILC; ISSP, PSID; IW

Evaluation of income differences and actual income inequality, 2009

…even less, if the USA are considered
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Worries about inequality and actual inequality
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Source: Ipsos Public Affairs Online Panel (July 2018),
OECD Income Distribution Database (2015, ' data from previous years)
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: ISSP; IW

Response rates in percent, 2009

Perceived type of society

Norway 2.1 10.8 23.6 56.4 7.1

Hungary 56.6 32.3 6.0 3.7 1.4

Germany 18.8 35.4 23.0 18.6 4.2

France 16.4 53.6 16.3 12.1 1.6

Switzerland 6.7 24.8 25.0 39.8 3.7

USA 17.1 38.9 15.0 26.0 2.9

TYPE A TYPE B TYPE C TYPE D TYPE E
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Source: ISSP, PSID, EU-SILC, IW

Population shares in percent, 2009

Perception of society and income distribution

u
n

te
n

m
it
te

o
b

e
n

20% 15% 10% -5% 0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

ISSP 2009

Wahrgenommene Gesellschaftsform in Deutschland?

u
n

te
n

m
it
te

o
b

e
n

20% 15% 10% -5% 0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

EU SILC 2010; Gini-Koeffizient: 0,293

Wie sieht die Einkommensverteilung in Deutschland aus?
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Wahrgenommene Gesellschaftsform in den USA?
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Wie sieht die Einkommensverteilung in der USA aus?
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Source: ISSP, EU-SILC, IW

Population shares in percent, 2009

Perception of society and income distribution

Norway

Hungary

Perceived type of society Actual income distribution
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: ISSP

Evaluation of income differences and perceived inequality, 2009

Perceived inequality as explantory factor
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Source: Gimpelson / Treisman, 2015, NBER Working Paper, No. 21174, S.22
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Actual and perceived inequality

Relationship between intergenerational earnings mobility and income inequality

„American Exceptionalism“? 

„The Great Gatsby Curve“:

Countries with high income
inequality correlate with less
mobility
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Source: Hufe/Peichl (2018) 

Updated "Great Gatsby Curve" for Europe



Actual and perceived inequality

Wealth inequality as explanation?

Source: Niehues, 2016 (ISSP and
Credit Suisse Global Wealth
Databook 2014)

 In international 
comparison rather an 
inverse relationship with
perceived inequality

Gini coefficient of inequality perception

Wealth concentration and perceived inequality, 
2009

Net wealth share of the richest 10 percent
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Source: ISSP; EU-SILC; IW

Purchasing power-adjusted distribution of incomes
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: Social Trademarks

“In recent years, ordinary 
people have had little idea 
about such things. What 
they think they know is 
often wrong. Widespread 
ignorance and 
misperceptions of inequality 
emerge robustly, regardless 
of the data source, 
operationalization, and 
method of measurement.“

(Gimpelson/Treisman, 2015, 
Washington Post)
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: ISSP, IW

Self-positioning on a 10 point-bottom-top-scale in percent, 2009

Perception of position within society
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: ALLBUS – Cumulation 1980-2016; IW

Self-positioning on a 10 point-bottom-top-scale, in percent

Upward shift in self-positioning in Germany
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: Gimpelson / Treisman, 2015, NBER Working Paper, No. 21174, p.37 (on basis of Pew Global Attitudes Survey 2013)

Perception of inequality development
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: SOEP v32, Eurostat, destatis, IW

Gini coefficient of equivalent net income

Development of income inequality in Germany since 1991
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Actual and perceived inequality

Source: Grabka / Goebel (2018, p.454) on basis of SOEP v33.1

Gini coefficients of equivalent market and disposable income inequality

Development of income inequality – alternative sources
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