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Top 1% in International Comparison
25 %
20 %
15 %
10 %-

5 %
T T T T T T T T T T T
1913 1923 1933 1943 1953 1963 1973 1983 1993 2003 2013

=== Schweiz —— Frankreich —— USA —— Deutschland

Source: World Inequality Database www.wid.world

Top Incomes in Switzerland Isabel Z. Martinez 2/17


www.wid.world

Top 0.01% in International Comparison
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Entry Thresholds for Different Top Income Groups
(real values, in Million CHF)
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Top 1% Labor and Total Income Shares
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Outline

Composition of Top Earners in Switzerland, 1980-2012
m Industries
m Self-Employed
m Foreigners
m Gender Differences
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Industry Composition: Top 1%
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Industry Composition: Full Economy
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The Decline of the Entrepreneurs
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The Rise of the Foreign-Born
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Foreign-Born's Average Income by Percentile

compared to total income in each percentile
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Outline

Composition of Top Earners in Switzerland, 1980-2012

m Gender Differences
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Share of Women among Top Earners
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Share of Women among Top Earners
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By When Will Women Have Caught-Up in the Top 1%?
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Conclusions |

Top incomes in Switzerland
@ Increase since mid 1990s (but less than in U.S. or Germany)

@ Increase in total incomes (incl. capital incomes, but capital
gains excluded) and labor incomes

@ Top earners mainly work in SME's, finance and health industries

Structural changes since mid 1990s
@ Share of self-employed dropped by half
@ Share of foreign-born doubled

@ Share in finance increased government employees and
health services declined

Top Incomes in Switzerland Isabel Z. Martinez 16/17



Conclusions I

Women

@ Still strongly underrepresented; lower incomes
@ Reasons:

Part time work, career development (Sandberg, 2013)
Motherhood penalty (Kleven et al., 2019)
Gender roles, implicit biases (Bohnet, 2016)
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Thank you.

Comments and questions welcome:
isabel.martinez@unisg.ch

v%
YA, Universitit St.Gallen
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Data: Matched Social Security - Census Data

@ 2010 Census (STATPOP) matched to social security annual
earnings records (AHV) in the years 1981-2010

@ Sample: everyone who is present in 2010 and generated at least
one AHV entry between 1981-2010

@ Individual earnings histories from employment and
self-employment

o Characteristics: gender, age, country of birth, type of
employment (employee vs self-employed),
limited industry information (through compensation office-1D),
marital status history

Missing AHV Records in 1989, 1998, 2007
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Data Coverage

@ Sample: only individuals present in CH in 2010
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Sample Selection

@ Individuals aged 25 or more

@ Only those in the labor force
(positive labor income or unemployment benefits > p2 of
annual income distribution)

@ Percentiles always based on the distribution of this population,
even when looking at subgroups like women, foreign born,
self-employed etc.
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Appendix:
Additional Material
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Top Income Shares - Annual vs. Permanent Incomes
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Increases in Top Incomes Are Pro-Cyclical
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Transitory Incomes Strongly Pro-Cyclical
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Share of Self-Employed Women among Top Earners
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Share of Foreign-Born Women among Top Earners
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Foreign-Born's Country of Origin within the top 1%
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Gender Income Gap by Age
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Women's Average Income by Decile

compared to total income in each decile
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